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Softdesk Support and Consulting was
rebranded as Apex Software on 11 April,
2012, Apex will continue to support
Autodesk via Actrix. In exchange for this,
Apex will be promoted to Softdesk
customers by Autodesk and all files and
customer data will continue to be stored in
the Softdesk Data Centre in Barcelona,
Spain. Softdesk and Autodesk have been
working together to provide Autodesk
customers the opportunity to move to
Softdesk products through dual licensing,
which includes access to both Softdesk
DWGfile and Autodesk DWG files. Dual
licensing customers can either subscribe to
Softdesk or Autodesk. If they subscribe to
both Softdesk and Autodesk they retain the
ability to access the other companies
products through Softdesks own channel
with no change to their pricing for either of
the software licenses. Softdesks customers
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are entitled to all Autodesks new releases
in addition to support for the Softdesk
DWGfiles and the Softdesk DWG file format
itself. The relationship between Softdesk
and Autodesk started in 2001. The first
softdesk client license was purchased in
2001 by Autodesk for its software projects
and it included access to softdesk basic
apps and data base. While many of the
softdesk apps and functions were shared
with a variety of Autodesk products, there
were some unique features that were built
specifically for Softdesk. The main functions
are a DWGfile editor, DWG file visualizer,
DWG drawing manager, BOM report writer
and IT Asset Management solution. With
this integration the customer received
better data management and better
management of on-line data.
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Despite difficulties with the sale, having
released the two software toolkits in 2008,
Autodesk is still making pretty good money

of it. So much so that its taking on many

new AutoCAD features (like parametric
families, annotating, and even 3D) and
redeveloping old ones (customizable
menus, toolbar access), as well as a large
team of developers. Autodesk remains the
dominant player in 3D CAD, with its
products enjoying consistent mainstream
success and popularity. So, not surprisingly,
its also made a lot of money in the last few
years. It has made a tremendous effort to
aggressively reduce costs (and to try to
raise revenue). For the time being, its all
about the realisation of the Autodesks BIM
strategy, and, it believes, the success of
this strategy will be driven by how well it
integrates with other Autodesks products.
Its going to be fascinating to see how BIM
develops, and how other companies will
shape the space. Autodesk is investing in
this area and is looking to integrate

AutoCAD into BIM applications. It will be

interesting to see how this plays out. The
intent is to develop an open BIM framework

that supports the three major CAD
packages. Thats the Autodesk strategy, and
thats where the company sees the future.

Obviously its not going to be consistent
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across all of its product line, and it will not
make a habit of buying companies. As long
as its industry specific and focused, its not
going to get into the office productivity
space. Its stuff no one else has done, and
its going to end up with a 90% share.
Softdesk and Autodesk will continue to
work together with our customers who
want to combine the two solutions, but the
softdesk actrix product will be retired. It
was originally released as a softdesk actrix
2000 product in October 2008. 5ec8ef588b
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