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disk.January 29, 2012 Is there really a Big 12
Power Rankings Debate? A recent Associated

Press poll revealed the SEC and Big 12 have some
of the most improved offenses heading into 2012
with SEC playing catch-up to the Big 12. While this

might make the Big 12 sound like a power
conference, the difference in average bowl game
seedings between the two conferences is so great
that it is really not even close. And we know about

the SEC playing catch-up, they are very good at
that. What is interesting about the Big 12's post-
season success is that their bowl success is not

predicated solely on their dominance at the end of
the season. In the past, despite a lack of any

dominant victories, the best the Big 12 has done
in bowl play is come home with a win. There is

some evidence that they are more likely to pull off
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one of those now, but this year is very different.
This year their bowl wins are much more likely to

come during the regular season than from the
season's end. In the past two seasons, Big 12 and

Pac-12 teams have won at least 10 games, but
failed to reach the postseason. The Big 12 finished

9-4 and the Pac-12 finished 7-7. Now, these
seasons stand as signs that the projections where
premature. The Pac-12 has made an improvement
to their bowl appearances. The Big 12, however,

has not. Thanks to the AP's Final Four projections,
we have the chance to see a similar trend

continue in 2012. Not only will the Big 12 finish
with a better bowl record, they will also surpass

the Pac-12 in bowl game probability. The median
for the Big 12 to reach 8.5 wins was at 47.4% with

an average over-under of 7.9 wins. The median
for the Pac-12 to reach 9 wins was at 40.2% with

an average over-under of 8.7 wins. Based on
these figures, the Big 12 will reach 8.5 wins
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