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assurance at a nuclear center. The workshop,
led by partners from the Atomic Energy

Education Program and the National Nuclear
Security Administration (NNSA), was held at

the Plattsburgh State Laboratory of
Conservation and Chemistry. Participants

received hands-on exercises and discussions
about the importance of quality assurance at
nuclear facilities. “Attending the seminar last

week was a valuable experience for the
workshop participants,” said Susan Frenette,
education program manager for the Atomic

Energy Education Program at the Idaho
National Laboratory (INL). “We were pleased
to provide materials for them to use to make

their training sessions more efficient and
effective.” The seminar aims to help
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participants gain a fundamental
understanding of quality assurance at

nuclear facilities and how it helps protect the
safety and security of the nation. For

example, examples of quality assurance at
nuclear facilities can include providing

information about the purpose of a facility,
what it will accomplish, and any unique

safety and security challenges it may face.
The workshop was an opportunity for

students to share information and experience
on quality assurance with their peers and to
see for themselves how quality assurance at
nuclear facilities works. “We also hoped to

use the seminar to introduce a large number
of students to the field of nuclear science

and radiation science,” said Bill McMurray, a
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senior lecturer at INL who heads the seminar
planning committee. “We very much

appreciate the opportunity to work with the
NNSA to bring this workshop to the public.”

The seminar is part of a larger program
known as the Research and Education

Program in Nuclear Safeguards (REPS). REPS
is administered by the NNSA’s Idaho National
Engineering and Environmental Laboratory

(INEEL) on behalf of the United States
Department of Energy (DOE) and its national
laboratories. The seminar was co-sponsored
by the INL, the New York Office of the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, the New
York State Department of Environmental

Conservation, the New York State
Department of Health, and the New York
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Department of State Division of Criminal
Justice Services. Many of the workshop

attendees left with a better understanding of
quality assurance and nuclear science,
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