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Field of the Invention The present
invention relates to the storage of
information with a plurality of network
storage device arrangements, and more
particularly, to the storage and access of
network storage devices from
heterogeneous clients. 2. Background of
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the Invention A storage system generally
includes at least one processor operably
coupled to a storage device, such as a disk
drive, optical drive, and/or other storage
clement. In these systems, a host can
transfer input data to the storage device
where it can later be retrieved. The
storage device can be coupled to one or
more additional storage systems. The
storage device can also be coupled to at
least one server (sometimes referred to as
a “server”), which may be a system for
operating on data with a processor. The
storage device, server, and/or host can be
operably coupled to a network, such as a
local area network (LAN) or a wide area
network (WAN). In many environments,
a plurality of storage systems can be




coupled to at least one server via the
network. The servers can be used to act
on, or otherwise operate on, data that 1s
stored on the various storage devices. In
some cases, data and/or metadata can be
moved from one storage device to
another. A server can also be used to
generate certain content that i1s then
served to one or more of the plurality of
storage devices. Other servers can be used
to distribute data that 1s stored on the
storage devices to clients. The storage
devices may be coupled to a fabric that
permits multiple servers to access the
storage devices. In this context, the
storage devices and servers may be
referred to as logically “movable storage.”
Various approaches have been used to
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effectuate such data storage and access.
For example, a client may be configured
to access a server, and the server may be
operably configured to access a particular
storage device. Alternatively, servers and
storage devices may be configured to
directly access other servers and storage
devices. For example, a server may be
configured to directly access a data
source. Accordingly, 1t can be seen that a
significant amount of processing
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